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January 23, 2008
Senator Gary Stevens
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol room 103
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Senator Stevens:

I am writing in support of SB183 (Pers Ters repeal of 141) and I urge you to vote a DO PASS. 
I am a Fire Fighter with the Kodiak Fire Department. Fire Fighting as you well know can be an extremely dangerous job. If a Tier IV Fire Fighter receives a permanent occupational injury, he/she is put on workers comp and paid at 40% of their current wage, until they reach the 20 year anniversary of their hiring. They are then considered retired, lose their health insurance and have to rely solely on the little bit of savings that they might have been able to save before they were injured.
We are going to be a training ground for Municipal and private Paramedics and Fire fighters across the country, I expect these new employee’s to begin searching for jobs in their fourth year in the system. Then when they become 100% vested at their Five year mark they can take any money they have saved and find a job with higher wages and or benefit package.

I hope that this was an oversight when 141 was passed and I urge you to correct this by supporting SB183 with a DO PASS.
Sincerely,
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