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January 23, 2008
Senator Gary Stevens
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol room 103
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Senator Stevens:

I am writing in support of SB117 (presumptive workers comp) and I urge you to vote a DO PASS. 
I am a Fire Fighter with the Kodiak Fire Department. The diseases covered by this bill have been found to be 1.5 to 4 times prevalent in Fire Fighters that in the general public. Even so, the claims experience is only expected to be .03%. And with the limitations in this bill it covers a very small group of people. A department our size would be looking at approximately 0.0045 claims per year. 

This bill has been drafted to help those who have put themselves at risk for the benefit of others, and are now in need of help themselves. Unlike a back injury you are unable to track the hundreds to thousands of chemicals absorbed/ingested/inhaled during a career of fighting fires. 
Thank you for your support and please vote DO PASS.
Sincerely,
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